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Marti x#11*. de Julii 1689, anng,; 
Regu Regis Cargli Secundi, An- 
gliz, &c. xxx1*. 


His Court; doth defire Mr. 
 K24ger,.to Print. his Sermon 
preached at the 6ui14-Halt Cha 
pel on Sunday© laſt, before .the 
Lord Mayor and. Aldermen of 
this City. : 
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Wapſtaffe. 
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Toi the Right. Honourable - Sr. 
\Zobn\Advore Lord: Mayor , and 
the Court of 'Aldermen, of the 
City of London. 


My Lord. \ 4. 
Hat the ſincere: praftice of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion does wery much tend to the peace 
and happineſs of this lower World, I 
bave in ſome meaſure repreſented in the following 
diſcourſe. What ever other defefs may be found 
in it, Tam ſure it proceeded foom a ſincere- in- 
tention, and was deſigned to an excellent End. 
Nor can it be thought gr govt to preſs men to 
Peace and good will at ſuch a time as this. Up- 
on theſe Conſiderations I am very little Concer- 
ned at the cenſures of angry and peeviſh men. 


Fhat F bave made it publick is in me intirely 
an aft of obedience. Nothing leſs than your Com- 
mands ſhould have Auer. with me to-do that. 
If it ſhould gain its End, as it would be matter 
of unſpeakable joy tome, ſo I fbould have great 

| A. 2 Cane 


Cauſe to Bleſs the Holy name / God, who goes 
great things by the moſt inconſiderable ' infru 
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A. 
1 an ho RES x,your Lordſpips name, a 
aſe #B&ſe followth as $14 dp 7 Foun 
nage:: And ſhall not Uexain'your Lot Wiper 
ther, than to telf you. than Ti 4 Ty 102.9 5714 
My Lord, 990, 
| _Jour Lordligs mit 
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obliged ſervant, 


Rich. Kidder, 


x ret. 3. Fer. x. 
Let him ſeeh peace and Enſue it. 


WSZE arc often heard to complain 
#2" of the evil of the times and 
Si days in which we live. And 
= tho theſe complaints are not 
BERBER) without a-Cauſc, yet they are 
generally without fruit. And it isan argu- 
ment of great-folly to be always finding a 
fault, and not to attempt to rectifie it. St. 
Peter tells us how we may contribute towards 
the removing thoſe - evils under which we 
groafh; 'and procure to our ſclyes a more 
cafic” and proſperous paſſage through this 
troubleſome World. And that hedoes in the 
Words T have now read, and thoſe which 
immediatly goc- before them. He that will 
love life, and ſee good days: That 1s, he who 
defires a comfortable and happy paſlage 
through this World : Let - him refrain his 
tongue from Evil, and bis Yips that they ſpeak no 


Guile : 
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Guile» Let him eſchew evil and do good. let 
bim ſeek peace-and enſueit. Three things he 
commends to our Care and practice to this 
purpoſe, as the great and known remedics of 
' the evils of this: preſcnt life. - And they are 
theſe, | 
Firſt, 'The Government of our tongues. 
Let bin refrain his tongue from\Ewil, und bis 
lips that they ſpeak no Guile. Innumerable 
are the Evils' which flow from an unbridled 
Longuc: 1 is a fire, a Yorkd of iniquity: It de- 
ferh the whote: body and jetteth on fire the. gone 
of nature: It is qu uniuly evid full of deadly 
pea 


2 ſon. Thus lite membet hath driven peace 


om the Eardh, 1t hatch been! the plague of 


- 


Kingdoms and Socittues, and.brought Con- 
fuſion; and; Death upon Mankind; - A very 
great ſhare ofthe miſeries. of humane lite 
axe Owing - ©--the/ intcrmaperange gf an cyil 
tongue.  Thyce-lins, the Wale taen among 
the, Zews tell us," are puniſbed. in this life and 
exclude men from the next, Idolatry, wntltanneſs . 
dnd' Murder : and an evil. tongue is 10 leſs, an 
evil than af theſe; pat together. on ih 
Secandiy;; 'Fhe-arncndment of. oar lives 
and manners :. Let hin efcbeweviland do good. 
It we follow;gur troubles home we; ſhall find. 
they. ae generaly OWKRg- $0\.o0T OWN op 
| | ne- 


[3] 

fanencis: and: wickednefs, And when we 
complain of: evils, we may foon find thar 
they are of -our own:/procuring, They arc 
our Luſts and Contempt of God and his ho- 
ly Laws which- trouble us. Who is be that 
will bar you if ye be followers of that which 5s 
good? Te were-very calicto demonſtrate, thar 
al our ſmarter cvils dre but the effect of our 
own protanencſs or hypocriſy. Nothing lays 
2 faundationfor our temporal happineſs like 


' true piety and a conſtant Care of ary 61 ; 


And becauſe we make not this our Care we 
arc left'ro; conflict with many of the evils of 
life, which this courſe would have prevented. 
' Thirdly, A very diligent purſuit” of peace. 
Let bim ſeek peace.and enſue it. TI ſhall chooſe 
to-1nfiſt-on this; for T have not time to ſpeak 
to the rwo former: at large; And ſhall there- 
fore content myg.ſelf to refleft ſomethin 
upon thoſe} as- my diſcourſe. upon this lat 
ſhall give me an opportunity. _ 
»;kcannoy buc abſtrve,” betoreT proceed any 
fnhdr.obat/'this- duty 11s prefied! hard 'upon 
us,.1n:Words that arc very Emphatical, lt is 
not enough that --we are inclincd'to peace, 
and of a diſpoſition that 1s /peaccable. ' We 
arc ape obliged ro 1mbrace peace when 
it offers! it {clf tro-us , bur we muſt purſue . 
| B 2 an 


. 13. 


Row. 12, 18- 


We. 


[4] 

and fetch jt back when it ſeems'to fly from 
us. We muſt follow peace: nor is it'a'little 
care.to rctriveit willferve ourturn,' we muſt 
not only ſeek peace but enſue ir.” *Tis not 
enough that we heartily wiſh for it, but we 
muſt caſt about and carefully project how 
we may preſecrye and procure1t; we muſt 
ftudy to be quiet. And when 1t is hard to live 
peaccably (as it 1s with ſome froward men) 
and when 1t 1s not poſſible-to- do it! (for it 
is not always ſo) yet if it be poſſable: (and fo 
it oftner 1s than we are aware of ) 'or howe- 
ver, if it be not, yet ſtill as much as lyeth in 
us we mult /ive peaceably with all. men. 

For the better ſpeaking to the' words I 
have read, I ſhall, 

Firſt, Shew what we are obliged to. do to- 
ward preſerying and retriving of peace; in 
complance with the exhortation/ which my 
text lays before us of (ſecking and enſuing 


CACE. 
; Secondly , I ſhall repreſent to you ſome 
of the advantages of it, as it hath a tendency 
toward the happincſs of our preſent State. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conſider the uſe and ap- 
plication of the whole. 

I ſhall ſhew what we are obliged:to do in 
complance with. the dirc&tion in my text 


of 
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of ſecking peace and enſuing it. I (hall con- 


der the « | 
cities,” and not take upon me to give a 


ty of mer in their private Capa- 


c 


to our Superiouts, from whom we receive 


our Laws. 


Nor ſhall I atthis time ſeparatcly ſpeak to 
eace as it relates to Civil, and as it rclates ro 
digious and Eccleſiaſtical Societies and 
Concerns. For - tho thefe are of a diſtinct 
conſideration yet my time will not allow me 
to-handle them apart. And therefore, I ſhall 
k to thoſe particulars which relatc to both 


theſe. 


Nor ſhall T offer any thing to this purpoſe 
but what is confeſſedly our Duty and whar 
{if we will put in pra&tice) will certainly pre- 
krye- peace where it 1s, and will call it back 


where'it 1s wanting. 


"Having premifed theſe things, I ſhall ſhew 
what we are obliged to do in complance 
with. the direction 'in my rext of ſeeking” 


peace» and enſuing it, - 1n- the following: par-- 
(1) We are ſrectly obliged in order tothe 


preſerving and retriving of peace to refornr 
Sand lives, We muſt: ſubdue our 


tongues, and conduct our ſelyes by the 


luſtsand-bridic-our paſſions, and govern our 


Holy 


Laws. 
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m4 Laws of os; Religion. |. From whence come 
Wars ud, Fightings; among y0u.3 Come they na 
1 Yen | YEE (8 3 bat, War.gn - your 
members.) Natung GCAATII mQorec -to: the 
peace of Societies than the frict pya practice of 
our Dug, and contorming,our ſalyesco the 
NEGRE; Religion, I do nor mean in points 
that are controverted, but-in ſuch as-arc plain 
and owncd to. be.our.duty :- Such -as theſe, 
VIZ, the gowerning: our 1ongues , without 
whuch our Rebgjon 1s but a; vain pretence. 
7.3.1.2. And we mult {0 far govern-them too, as to 
ſpeak evil of no man. 

)of0G bein cloathed. Fch humility and 

ch: Tour pred pride that makes us quar- 

tha A. 63 Y png: CORtentIQUs, Only by pride com- 
8-5 eth,tontention; And. he that is of @ proud. heart 
heh wp ſtrife. It's the meekneſs of 1Wiſdom 
St; Zames; oppoſith to buece envying 

He in. our oy Our Religion coriv 
RH | tO, us. the, profqundeſt humility, /'the 
grcacclt; modeſty and; meekne(s, "and gentle 
nels. imaginable. It puts us upon rags. 

vain-glory as that which tends- to. trite an 
debate. , And.tlus the Apoſtle iprefiexh us to 
With great Vehcmence: His; wards-arc very 
moving. 1f there. he therefore deny: conſolation 
in Chriſt , any comfars of Love; If :any ay 
Ip 


Fam. 1. 26, 


Em 


—* 


Jam. 3.13, 14- 
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p of 1he Spirit, if any Bowels arid Mercies, 
fy ye cu that ye belike minded, hav 
the. ſame love, being of one accord, :of oy 
Let nothing be done through firife or vain-glory, = 
but tz lowtaneſs 'of mind let each eſteem other 
ketter than themſelves. 

Again che taking great care that wedono , , .. 
yrong; and the /bemg ready to:make amends #2. + 32. 
vhenwe have been {urprized into/1t, and to 

de reconciled to our Brother who hath 
vionged us, are/plam precepts of 'otr Rc- 

gon, and/do maniteſtly tcad-co the. peace. 

709 70-0 id NE 

Ang.ſo:gor OUKT » WHICIC- 3 Cor. 7. 20. 
by-we ace; obliged to abide 1n .our calling, <= Fo 
1. mmnd.our: own buſmncts ji and :avond Y 
tang buſy-bodies ur other mens marrers: 
We have our callmgs to-mund, our famulics . 
to-govera { and.ro account for.) our hearts. . 

'tampers to. refarm , and Souls to: fave, 
which! we-1200; ofren neglott when in the . 
mean / emae we. ming 'vur fclyves in tor- 
igh matccrs which are noc.bke.eo. tum co: 
any. accoutat, 1 1, 

We _— — we 
negtedt whe. pructice . of out Religion ; We . 
dd brcact Wwe arc camal. 7 We nep- 
k& out God; and hrence.ar. 18 thattwe are left 

b6Q-*, 


to contraſt with quarrclſome and unreaſo- 

nable Men. *Tis an excellent ſaying of the 

Zclw.6. 13. ſon" of Sirach. Whoſo feareth the Lord. ſhall 
diret his Friendſhip aright. For as be is ſq 

ſhall bis Neighbour be alſo. We are chaſtiſed W | 

by one another for our neglect of our duty trol * 

713.26 God. - With the froward God will ſhew himſelf 
froward, or wreſtle,as our marginal reading | 

hath it. God ſuffers us to wreitle with fro- 

ward men becauſe we have been negligent of 

our duty. Our quarrelling with cach other 

is an Argument that we are not at peace with 

Prov.1z.;r. God. When a mans ways pleaſe the Lord he 
makes his Enemies to be at peace with him. S6- 

{omon of all Men living had the greatcſt Ex- 
perience of the truth of theſe words. His 

very name implyes peace, and he was choſen 

to build an houſe for God becauſe he ſhould 

enjoy peace,” and David was refuſed becauſe 

he was a man of War. He bwlt an houſe 

for God and enjoyed great peace. But his th 

peace laſted no tek chan his ways pleaſed fa 

: Xing 11-1 God, But Solomon forſook the Lord. Hel 
'* * * wed ſtrange Women and did evil, andthen it 
follows, the Lord flirred up an Adverſary to 
Solomon, Adad rhe Edomite, . and Rezon, 

theſon of Eliadah, and Jeroboam he ſon 0 

Nebat. David was very ſucceſsfull _ he 
ew 
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[9] 
flew Uriah and took unto him his Wife; after 

that is own Subjects and his own Son rebel 

againſt him, and the Prophet tells him plain- 

ly : Now therefore the ſword ſhall never depart * *9m 12-16. 
rom thine Houſe, becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me. 

The People of the Fews while they ſerved 

God were at peace with their Netghbours, 

but when they departed from their God they 

were ſoon afflicted by their eyilNeighbours. 

(2.) In order to peace we are ſtrictly obli- aw. :3. 1. 
ged ro obey our Superiours as far as lawfully ©? 
we can. That is, we muſt obey them when 
they command what God hath not forbid- 
den, and where they forbid what he hath 
-W not commanded. In other caſes we muſt 0- 

SW bcy God rather than Men. A ready com- 
1 plyance with this rule doth very much tend 
a to peace. We ought to obey our Superiours 
cl where we can do it without a wrong to our 
cl Conſcience. And where we cannot 1n every 
5 thing obey yet in that caſe we oughtto go as 
dl far as we can. - If we do not this we are un- 
governable and obſtinate and do not as much 
as lies in us towards the living peaceably 
with all Men. Tr is juſt and reaſonable that 
we do what we can; 'tis what we may do 
and what wemuſt. *Tis no matter what men 
call this compliance while we do our Duty. 


We 
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[ xl] 
We are fafc inthat obedience which God hath 
not forbid : where God hathnot foxbid.vur Su- 
periour may command and we myſt obey,We 
arc to judge not what will be the Event of this 
compliance but of the lawfulneſs of it firſt, and 
then of its tendency to the gaining of Peace: 
"That which was lawful and 1inditfterent before, 
becomes our duty when once it 1s comman- 
ded by our CT Grncnions And then we 
muſt obey not only for wrath but alſo for 
Conſcience ſake, The Queſtion, in which 
we are concerned, 1s not what 1s moſt ex- 
pedient to be 1njoyned (this belongs to our 
Goycrnours to conſider) but what 1s lawful 
on our part to {ubmut unto. The hving up 
to this rule would have kept us from our ve- 
ry mifchuevous extreams. Thoſe men that 
hook ſome things amiſs ought, not therefore 
in all things to forſake the Communion of 
our Church. And thoſe men who ſomc- 
times communicate with us,- to faye their 


Secular concerns, will be without excuſe it 


my do at other times with-draw from us 
without any juft cauſe, Tho' ſomethings 
ſhould be amiſs among us, yet will not this 
juſtify a ſeparation. We need not Erect 
Calves at Dan and Bethel, becauſe we deem 


ſome thing anuſs in the worſhip of ny 
od. 


[11 ] 
God. Our ſeparation cannot be juſtifiable, 
unleſs it be neceſſary: And when we can 
with a ſafe Conſcience, in great meafure con- 
tinue in Communion with a Church, it will 
be hard to underftand how a total ſeparari- 
on can be juſtified. Let us not deceive our 
ſelves, God is not mocked; We ſhall ere 
long appear before an impartial Judge, who 
tho he be ready to pardon our miſtakes, will 
yet puniſh our frowardneſs and perycrſncſs. 
( 3.) In thoſe things in which we diffent 57:*+ 3 
om-others we are to judge for our ſelves 
only, and not for others. Let not him that 
eateth not judge him that eateth: why doeſt 
thou judge thy Brother , or why doeſt thou ſet 
at nought thy Brother ? Haſt thou faith ? have 
it to thy ſelf, before God. It 1s unreafonable 
n matters of doubt and queſtions that I 
ſhould judge for ny ſelf, and tor others too. 
If other men! are fallable, fo am I. And 
tho-I muft not go againſt my own Con(ci- 
ence, yet I ought not to'make that the com- 
mon Standard of. other mens. The practice 
of this-rule would in great meaſure prevent 
that cenſuring and: detrad&tion which 1s a fin 
of an. high nature, and which greatly obtains 
among us. | 
We may'in modeſty ſuppoſe that our 
C 2 Brother 
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Rom. 14. 3: 
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Brother, from whom we diſſent , may be 
berter informed than. we are. - Truth is not 
always found -among the moſt confident. 
There are _ that boaſt they have it, who 
carry a lic in their right hand. Ir is a true 
obſervation (and grounded upon the Holy 
Scripture) that the weaker any Chriſtian is 
the more prone he is to cenſure and judge another. 

"Tis enough that we judge for our ſelves, 
and happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in 
that thing which he alloweth. Our Conſcicnce 
1s our own guide but not another mans, 
And it 1s but our gzide at beſt, for it 1s not 
our rule. It 1s often muſinformed and miſ- 
leads us, and can have no juſt plea to be the 
conductor of Mankind. It 1s very fit that 
when we diflent we ſhould do it modeſtly, 
and that when we judge for our ſelyes, we 
ſhould not preſcribe to others alſo. 

(4.) That we be very diligent in the 
ſearch after truth, as well as Sincere lovers 
of it. Every Sincere and good man mult 
needs be a lover of -truth. } The Heathen, 
could ſay that the Sorl of man is not willingly 
deprived of the truth. And. certainly cvery 

ood man thinks himſelf obliged to inform 
imfſelfa right. It he do this he will not ſpeak 


 #e.L1.C23- yi] of things which he hath not conſ:- 


dered, 
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[13] 
dercd, but uſe all diligence to get himſclf 
rightly informed. He will be the more ob- 
liged to do this, becauſe Error flalks about the 
World in the Mantle of truth, and is many 
times dreſſed up like it: In many caſes it oinſom 
requires great pains and skill to know one vondſins 
from the other, and therefore we muſt lay ju emit 
aide prejudice, and all worldly intereſt, be 3#/%... 


poſſeſſed of great ſimplicity of Spirit, and of #- 9; 
the travellers indifterency ; avoid the ſtudy fmiliruine 
of Parties, and Faction : Be very humble 5.19%” 
and modeſt and diligent in the uſe of means, jms, & 
and very fervent in our prayers to God; If Cicer. e nr. 
we do thus we are in the way of truth and * 
peace alſo. 
(5.) That we preſerve in our minds a 
difference between the great things of Re- 
lgion and the ſmaller things relating to it, 
and let them have a proportionable regard 
and eſteem. There are ſome things which 
are the greater things of the Law which we 
ought to be greatly. concerned for, ſuch are, 
9 thent, Mercy 'and Faith: or,” as St. Luke ys. cs. ns, 
th it , Judgment and: the Love of God, #1142 
There are other things, which we generally 
uarrel about, that are not the effentials of 
eligion, bur rather the skirrs and fringes of 
it. We ought not to have a like regard for 


oubttul 


Rom. 14. 17, 
18, 


[14] 
doubtful, Qpinions.. as' for the. Precepts of 
Chriſt and Articles. of Faith, The Fates of 
an. Empire , and. of che. Church do not de- I Ct 
pend upon little. circumſtances.  7he 'King- IN nc: 
dom. of God is. not in Meats. and Drinks , but I a 
righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy iſ an 


- Gboſt. "He that jn. theſe things ſerveth Chrif I an 


Beracoth c. $. 


i5 acceptable to God and approved of Men.. The II 2ai 
Evil of the fmaller things about which we I 51 
contend, lies more in our opinion than in 
the things themſelves, -, 1 know and_am per. WW 


- ſwaded by the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that there is Ml WV 


nothing  unclegu of it ſelf , but to him that MF 
efteemeth any thing to be unclean to him it is Wl ab 
unclean. "Tis a mean thing to contend a- WU n' 
bout ſmall. chings with a great -and difpro- I 19 
portionate Zeal. There happened a bitter II t0 
diſpute. between. two learned men of the laſt WW thr 
Age concerning the matter or Stuff of-a part WW ©: 
of the Pricſts Garment under the Law of I fall 
Moſes : The .contention-,was great but the W out 
ground of 1t yery. trfling :- Like the differ I anc 
ences between, the School of. Hillel and Shan I in 
mai, who diſkented from cach other concern- WW $10 
ing the.precedency of theix Blefſing God for wh 
the .day, or for the. Wine; of their waſhing Il {en 
their hands, and-mingling 'their Cup; nay, I *hc 
and iabout the place. where they ſhould lay 


the 


[15] 
the Napkin with which they had wiped their 
hands roo , whether upon a Table or a 
Cuſhion. They contended for trifles and 
neglected the weightier things of the Law; 
and ſo do we alſo, we quarrel about trifles 
and neglect our unqueſtionable duty to God 
and Man. And ſeem to have bur little re- 
card to thoſe _ in which our practice 
is mainly concerned. 

( 6.) That we endeayour to be exemplary 
in all thoſe things in which weare allagreed. 
We ſhall find that cheſe things are many arid 
of great Weight, and that what we differ 
about- bears. no proportiom'to thoſe things 
n which we all agree. That we ought: to 
loye God with-our whole heart, to be Loyal 
to our Prince, merciful to our poor Bre- 
thren, juſt to.all men; humble and. modeſt, 
&c.,we arc all agreed 1s our duty: And cer- 
any if theſe things were our practice and 
our ttudy, we ſhould conſult our own peace 
and that of the community; They are very 
infincere- men, who are Enenues to all Rel:- 
gi0nN upon a pretence: that they know not 
what to chooſe, bccauſe of the. Various dit- 
ſentions about it, when, in the: meas time 
they __ the practice of. thoſe things in 
which all ſides are agreed. Whereto we have 
already 
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thing whereby thy Brother ſtumbleth , or is 


[16] 


already attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, 
let us mind the ſame things. ” 
(7.) We muſt put as favourable a con- 


ſtruction upon things and judge as charitably of 
of all men as they are capable of. Iris high- r) 
ly fit and very reaſonable we ſhould do thus, MW # 
and it is but the meaſure which we all ex- 
pect from other men. It 1s no great mat- ;, 
ter if by praCtifing this rule we thould mif- I & 
take; An Error here would be of the (ater MW 5, 
ſide, We were better be miſtaken in our MI 6+ 
charity than forteic it. Our Religion forbids Ml ,,; 
us to ſpeak evil of any man, and charity MW ., 
will not allow us to think any. We mult MW. (+ 
not judge as we would c{cape being judged. WI a, 
It 1s very dangerous for us to muſtake through I c.,, 
want of Charity. If ye heve bitter Envying WM (,. 
and Strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not MI }.,; 
againſt the truth. This wiſdom raya ol & 
from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, devilijh. obl 
(8) We muſt be careful that we give no my 
offence to our weak Brother in things that II .. 1; 


are indifferent and indetermined. Ir 1s the 
Apoſtles rule. For meat deſtroy not the work 
of God : All things indeed are pare but it is evil 
for 'thit:#ittn'who eateth with offence. It is good 
neither to eat Fleſh nor to drink Wine, nor any 


offended 
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offended, or is made weak, Again, if meat make 
my brother to offend , I will eat no Fleſh while the ;cw.s. 14. 
World ſtandeth Jeſt I make my Brother to offend. 
We that are ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves. Let eve- Rem. 15. 1, 
ry one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good to 
Edification : ' For even Criſt pleaſed not himſelf. 
We _— to haye reſpect to other men 
in the uſe of our own liberty. It is not 
enough that we conſider what 1s Lawtul, bur 
we muſt conſider alſo what 1s expedient and 
fit. Chriſtian Charity will teach us to pleaſe 
our Brother with the loſs of our own eaſe 
and freedom : We ſhall be well content to 
deny our ſelves for the bench of other men ; 
And as much as Lawfully we may to be- 
come all things to all «that we may gain 
ſome: I grant that the- matter of {ſcandal 
hath been miſunderſtood ; and I know thatin 
things of their own nature indifferent, I am 
obliged to obedience by the determination of 
my Lawful Superiours. Bur ſtill where I am 
at liberty, it will become me to comply with 
the weduch of my Brother 1t I may by any 
means win him to the truth. 
(9.) Let us often fit down and conſider 
ow great mercies we enjoy, and with all 
thanktulneſs bleſs the Holy name of God. 
D This 


IS | 


This Method will divert our complaints in- 
to praiſes, and greatly. tend to the peace of the 
Church. We complain even then when we 
' have great cauſe to call up all char is within us 
to bleſs the name of God. We are wanton 
and hard tobe pleaſed, and murmur and con- 
tend when we have great cauſe to bleſs God. 
Let us think how it was with the firſt and 
beſt Chriſtians, when it was death to profeſs 
Chriſtianity, and they who profeſſed 1t muſt 
offer incenſe to an Idol, or undergo the {c- 
vereſt torments which the wit or malice of 
their Enemies would expoſe them to. And 
let us conſider the condition of our Bre- 
thren in France, who are for conſcience ſake 
forced out of their Natiye Country ; but 
(Bleſſed be God) it is not ſo with us ; we may 
ſecurely profcſs and practiſe Chriſtianity and 
lead much better lives than we do, without 
offending any Edi&t or-Law of the Land: 
And. tho filly People may ſcoff at us for 
being Religious, yet this does not break our 
bones, nor need 1t make us uncaly. 
- Thetime was when our Forc-Fathers had 
but a ſad choice, cither to profeſs the belat 
of a lie or burn at a Stake ; when they were 
nor allowed the uſe'of the Holy Scriptures, 


and when the ſervice of God was pertormed 
in 


Me "T5 


ina ſtrange tongue. How glad would thoſe 
holy Martyrs have been of theſe mercies 
which we deſpiſe and turn our backs upon ; 
and where we murmur thoſe holy Souls 
yould have given great thanks. 

It would once have coſt us dear to haye 
rrofeſſed Chriſtianity. Thanks be to God 
we may fately practiſe itnow. 

We now cnjoy our Bibles with many 
other helps to our devotion: We have the 
lberty of Gods houſe and cannot want in- 
ſtruction 1f we will but entertain it , we may 
ſerve God 1n publick frequently, and in our 
houſes and cloſets, as deyoutly aswewill. We 
enjoy great adyantages of becoming better | 
than we are. And what greati ngratitude is 1t to . 
over-look ſuch un] TIE mercies of God! 

We. provoke God to deprive us of our 
bleſſings. And when we are deprived we 
ſhall call to mind how happy we once were. 
God grant this may not be our portion. And 
that while we murmur for what we want 
we be not ſtripped of what we do enjoy. 

The: Manna lycs round about our tents 
and we loath it and would have higher 
food: God grant that we be not plagued 
with cleanneſs of teeth, or biting Ser- 


pents ; and that for deſpiſing our heavenly 
| D 2 food 


ou 


food we be not reduced to. the Onyons and 
earlick,and bondage of Egypt. The days may 

come when we ſhall in vain call back the 
bleflings which we now deſpiſe , when we 

that arc-impaticnt under the Whip may be 
chaſtifed with Scorpions and fall under, Aves, 

It becomes us much bcrter to improve what 

we do 'enjoy , than contend unchriftianly 

for what we paſſionately deſire. ; 

Phils de plan- Philo the Jew tells of an Ancient tradition 
'-: which vvas handed dovyn among the Jews 
to his time, and it 1s this; that vvhen God 

had finiſhed the Creation of the World, He 

asked one of his Prophets, vvhether he 

thought there vverc any thing vvanting 1n 
Heaven or 1n Earth : The Prophet returned 

an anſvver, vvith vvhich God vvas vyell 

pleaſed, wiz. that there vvas nothing vyant- 

ing but Some to praiſe and Celebrate the great 

Creator, upon vviuch aroſe war 9 Surety jim 

a number of Creatures chanting out the 

nts Praiſes of the great Creator: From hence 
wr ro, Philo inters that as it is moſt agreeable to the 
ie apo. Supreme. Being to do good, ſo nothing becomes 
REvacsr. the Creature better than to Celebrate the Crea- 
tors benefaftions. If there be any thing 
vvanting among us there is nothing more 

viſibly ſo than thankfulneſs to God for the 

grcat bleſſings vyhuch vye enjoy. (10.) Let 
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_»(r0.) Let us put up our feryent prayers to 


God for.the peace of the Church and State : 
To God\who maketh men to. be of one. mind 
and who'1s able ro unite the hearts of thoſe 
who ſtand art diſtance and dcfiance againſt 


each other: To God who 1s the- God of 


Peace, and Unity and Love. Let us litt up 
our wearied hearts and eyes to him, and ne- 
ver give him reſt till he make our Feruſalem 
the praiſe of the whole Earth. | 

' TI ſhall now repreſent to you ſome of the 
adyantages of peace and Unity and its ten- 


\ dency toward our happinels. 


Peace 1s ſo great a bleſſing that the Ancient 
Jews werewont by 1t to expreſs all manner of 
good, and the ſum of all that happineſs 
which weare capable of: And the Heavenly 
hoſt upon the Birth of the Meſlias, the great 
Prince of peace, proclaimed peace on Earth. 

We may gueſs how much Pcace and Unity 


tend to make - us happy it we conſider the 


miſchiefs of ſtrife and contention. Ihere 7” 3-6: 


Envying and ſtrife is there is confuſion and every 
evil work. 

Who can expreſs the miſchicts of Quarrels 
and civil Wars? How much theſe tend to the 
debauching of a Nation, and the aboliſhing 


of Juſtice, and perverting of righteouſneſs? 
Theſe 


IT. 


Luke 2. 14. 


[2] 
Theſe are attended with the death of many 
innocent men , and the ruin of the moſt 
proſperous Fanuilies, and many more Evils 


than the time will allow me to reckonup. 
And for diviſions in the Church, and un- 


duc quarrels about matters relating to Reli-: 


gion, the experience of all ages declare the 
miſchieyous effects of them. Theſe have de. 


ſtroyed all good Order and Diſcipline, and 


have unhappily made void the excellent pur- 
poſes of the Chriſtian Doctrine: Theſe con- 
tentions have commenced upon a miſtake, 
advanced with a bitter and unholy Zeal and 
have ended with the loſs of Charity : We 
uarrel firſt, and then we hate one another, 
then we ſeparate, and when we are tron 
cnough we perſecute each other. The Church 
of Chriſt 1s rent and torn into many - pieces 
and becomes an Akeldama , a-field of blood. 
And while we quarrel the Devil gains his end, 
and the deſign of our holy Religion 1s detea- 
ted, and we neither enter into the Kingdom 
of Heayen, nor do we ſuffer others to enter 
10. 
and now we call our wrath by the name of 
Zeal, we hallow our unjuſt actions and rre- 
gular heats, and we contend no longer tor 
truth but yictory ; and deſign the ruine, not 


the 


Lad 
L] 


the good of one another. We neglect the 
reat things of Religion and are bent upon 

e deyouring of one another. 

Theſe contentions have done more miſchief 
thanall the perſecutions put rogether : More 
have fallen, and more dangerouſly this way, 
than by the ſwords of Tyrants and the ayow- 
& Enemues of our Religion. : 

On the other hand | <0 and Unity hath 
gwen us the advantage of waiting upon God 
without diſtraction : It ſtrengthens us againſt 
a common Enemy and commends our Ho- 
ly Religion to thoſe who are ſtrangersto it. 
It abates from-the care and burden of our 
Superiours and ſecures our rights and pro- 
perties. Tt.1s at once our glory and our dc- 
tence, and the ſummary ofall the bleflings of 
this lower World. It gives us the advantage of 
diſcerning the truth and doing righteouſneſs : 
It encourages all worthy and uſctul under- 
takings, and makes us formidable to thoſe 
who wiſh us evil. - But Iſhallnot necd to en- 
large upon that whichis ſo cyident and plain : 
And therefore I ſhall proceed to 


Theulſe and Application of what hath becn. 


ſaid in the following particulars. 

Firſt, It 1s evident from what hath been 
ſaid that our irregular heats and diſputes arc 
to 
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24 
to be imputed to our-Juſts. Tr is not our Re- 
ligion but they arc our unſubducd laſts which 
have diſturbed the peace of the Church and 
State. We quarrel indeed, and pretend Re- 
 ligion, butir is not that which, ferments and 
divides us. Religion gives no trouble to the 
World : It is a peaccable Inſtitution, and is 
deſigned to promote peace and good yyill a- 
mong Mankind. The Churd, and State 


vvould ſoon be at peace vyould' yye bur ſub- 
due our luſts and bridle our Tongues, and 
govern our ſclycs by the Holy Precepts of our 
Religion. + | 

It 1s indeed very poſſible, afterall this, that 


the beſt men may differ trom each other : 
But then their Chiſtian Charity vvill diſpoſe 
them to forbear and forgive, and to debate 
vvith great calmneſs and temper, vvhuch 1s 
the vvay at once to Truth and Peace. 

It 15 unjuſt to charge our Religion vyith 
our heats and feuds. Iris fo far from being 
guilty that a great part of its deſign 15 to make 
men humble and modeſt,charitable and meck, 
and greatly diſpoſed to forbear and forgive 

Jon.3.17.'8- one another. 7 he wiſdom that is from above is 
firſt pare,then peaceable,gentle and eaſie to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without pat- 
trality,and without hypocriſie. And the "yy of 

righte- 


[25] 


righteouſneſs is ſown in peace, of them that 
make peace. 


We do indeed fiercely contend with each 
other, but 1t 1s becauſe we want charity : 
We neglect that plain duty whilſt we arc 
fond ot ſome opinion of our own, which 


is often falſe, and at beſt bur dowbrful. 


Our Rcligion 1s not unfurniſhed with 
plain rules and precepts ( which if obeyed, 
weuld be very citcctual) rending to preſerve 
and rc{tore peace, and very many powerful 
motives alſo to cngage us to the practice of 
theſe Divine precepts. If we would on all 
lides give up our felyes to the practice of 
our Holy Religion, our intemperate heats 
and quarrels would preſently be at an cnd. 
A Carcful ſtudy of Charity and Humulity, 
and an Heavenly converſation; The care of 
governing our tongues and affections, and 
conforming our ſelves to the excellent, and 
very plain rule of the Holy Scriptures would 


{oon eſtabliſh peace among us. 


Secondly,This may ſcrve for thc reproot of 
thoſe among us who by their profligate 
lives, and their intcmperate ſpeeches, their 
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raſh cenſuring and notorious uncharitable- 
neſs lay a foundation for new quarrels and 
contentions. Theſe are the men that trou- 
ble the World. We arc not like to ſee good 
days when we run counter to St. Peters ad- 
vice here; For whercas he puts us upon rc- 
fraining our tongues, upon eſchewing evil I 
and upon doing good, upon ſccking peace 

and enſuing it; We take another mcthod, 

We detract and Calumniate , revile 

and reproach one another , and even dig- 
nities and Magiſtrates do not eſcaþe us. We 
eſchew good and do evil, and in ſtead of 
ſecking peace and enſuing it, we run from 

it and ſecm to be reſolved to drive it away. 


Let theſe men pretend what they will, 
either for or againſt the Church, yer arc theſe 
the, men who ruffle and diſturbe the qui- 
et both of Church ana State. 1 hey arc the 
peſts of human ſocicty, and the greatett Enc- 
mies which the Government hath, however 
they buoy. themſelves up in their tollics un- 
der plaufible pretences and protuliuns ot bet- 
cr things. It we muſt indeed give an ac- 
count hercafter of every zdle word, what a 


ſad account will they have to give who ſpend 
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ing Evil of Dignitics and of one another. 
Who lightly report and ſpread falſe News, 
and dctame and reproach thoſe men that 
chance either ro differ from them, or at leaft 
do: not hold pace with them in their extra- 
vagant heats and indecencics. 


I do not reflect upon the faults and mi{- 
carriages of one ſide only. We are all of 
us too gwilty , and have reaſon to ſhare the 
reproot among our ſclyes. 


Iliacos intra muros peccatur & extra. 


Thirdly, Let me exhort you all to com- 
ply with my text, Zo ſeek, peace and enſue iz. 


Such an cxhortation cannot be thought 
unſcaſonable at this time when our heats 
are ſo extream that we ſeem to have forgot- 
ten the obligation which our excellent Rehigi- 
on, and our protfcihon lay upon us of feeking 
and enſuing peace. | 


It will ſtand us greatly in hand to do what 
cyer we can 1n our ſeycral places and callings 
toward ſo good an end, I have laid down 
ſome rules to this purpoſe, and ſhall not necd 
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[28 | 
to add to them now. Ionly begg, and be- 
ſeech, and exhort you in the Lord, that you 
would forthwith ſer your ſelves upon the 
practice of thoſe rules. That you would all 
in your ſeyeral places ſtudy to be quiet: And 
if it be poſſible, which perhaps ſomerimes it 
will not be, yet ſtill as much as lies in us live 
peaceably with all men. 


I cannot, when I conſider our preſent 
hcats and animoſities, but be earneſt with 
you to this purpoſe: I remember well I have 
ſomewhere met with a ſaying, among the 
Ancients, of our Blefled Saviours, that was 
received by Tradition tho it be not men- 
yoned by the Evangeliſts, viz. that we 
ſhould not be at reſt while we ſaw bis follow- 


ers contending with one another. This may 
excuſe my 1mportunity. 


Retuſe not I beſcech you this ſeaſonablc 
exhortation : And not do think you comply 
with 1t, unleſs you vigoroufly ſer upon the 
practice of this exccllent duty: That you 
patiently hear it 15 not ſufhcient, it 1s high 
time to be doing ſomething tending to fo 
good an cnd. 


Methinks 
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Methinks we ſhould be moyed by the ex- 
perience of former times. How great a mat- 
ter hath. a little fire kindled? What wotul 
devaſtations have inteſtine quarrels brought 
upon the world * And where the firſt ground 
of the quarrel hath been ſmall the effects 
have been unſpeakablyſad. The ſeveral ſects; 
and the quarrels of the Fews among them- 
ſelves, and the tury of their Zealots were but 
a prologue to their muſcrable deſtruction : 
The increaſe of the Grtoman power in this 
part of the World, and che ruin of the Greek 
Church was uſhered in and procured by the 
quarcls of Chriſtians among themſelves : 
Truth it felt hath ſaid,” and the experience of 
all ages hath confirmed 1t, that a Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf 1s brought to deſolation. 
We have had fad and woful experience of the 
miſchicfs of an unnatural War ; and to this 
day we groan under the Evils which ſprung 
from it. Why ſhould we be fond of de 
ſtroying our ſelves, and making our ſelves the 
Scorn and Contempt of future ages ? Is it for 
want of Enenucs abroad that we turn our 
ſharps upon one another? 


Do wenot all juſtly tear our common Ence- 
my: who hath bcen always ready to deyour 
us * 


Matt. I Zo 25. 


Joh. I'1, 48. 
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us ? Shall we ander our fears of Popery open a 
door with our own hands to let it in ? Shall 
we diſpatage our happy rctormation by our 
evil lives and unquict tempers ? Is our Syra- 
cuſe belieged while we are bulic in making di- 
agrams, or contending with 'one another 
within our gates * Wearc too much like the 
7ews (God grant we may not be like them 
in our fall) If we let him alone, ſay they of 
Chriſt, The Romans ſhall come and tahe our 
place and Nation. Whercas their putting our 
Lord to death brought the Romans upon 
chem. Thus was their carnal policy defeated, 
and when they pretended ro keep off the Ro- 
mans they took that very courſe which 
brought the Romans upon them who did in- 
deed rake their place and their Nation. We 
do the very ſame thing: We declaim againſt 
and make way for our Encmics at the ſame 
time, By our depraved hves , our intcſine 
diviſions, and needles ſeparations we advance 
the intereft and encourage the hopes of our 
Common Enemy. Dum finguli pugnant uni- 
verſt vincuntur. We are doing our Encmics 
work to their hand, and are like to be all van- 
quiſhed when every one 1s ſtriving for victo- 
ry. I tear what the Jews arc wont to fay of 
a drunken man, that one ſhall not need to throw 

him 
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him down,he will fall of himſelf,w1ill be our Caſe. 
When the Frog and and the Mouſe in the fa- 
ble were contending for Empire, the bird of 
Prey came upon them and deſtroyed them 
both. God grant that it be not our Lot that 
when we quarrel with one another the Com- 
mon Enemy do not devour us all. 


But what words ſhall I make uſe of to per- 
ſwadc you to Unity and Concord ! 


I cannot forbear to tell you that it is your 
intercſt as well as your duty to ſcek peace and 
enſue it. This 15 a powerful argument in 
other caſcs, and does nor uſe to fail : Me- 
thinks for your own ſabes you may be prevail- 
ed with. As you would have the comforts 
of this word and the blefſings of the 
next follow after peace. Leave no me- 
thod unattrempred to procyre and preſerve 
it. You arc fure of nothing uniecſs 
you ſecure peace : All your other bleifings 
are either involved 1n this, or the beſt {e- 
cured by 1t. 


I might exhort you to it for your Bre- 
threns. ſake alſo: But it 4s nor likely chat 
men ſhould be prevailed with to do _ 
Or 
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for the fake of others which they will 
not do for their own: We ought how- 
cver to conſult the intereſt and advantage 
of others as well as our own. As we 
render | their Spiritual good and welfare , 
and their waiting upon God without dif- 
traction : As we would that our Children 
afrer us ſhould be happy here and herc- 
aitcr: As we have any reverence for our 
juit Superiors':: Any bowels of Compaſ- 
{jon for our native Country , or for our 
friends and rclatives, let us enſue peace 
and do all we can, and pray to him who 


can do more than we can ro that 


may continue among us, and that the 1in- 
numerable miſchiets of war and diſcord 
may be preycnted. 


Laſtly, I pray and beſccch you for the 
Lords fake alſo. For his fake who hath 
Commanded it'and annexed a great blet- 
ſling to them who make peace : For his 
ſake who came to reftorc it to the World; 
who 1s the great Mcdiaror, and came to 
reconcile us to God, and to one another, 
For his ſake who is the God of peace ; 
For His who 1s the Prince of pcace; 
tor the ſake of that Holy Religion which 
1s the great inſtrument of peace. [ 


IZES 
'\']; beſtech- you by | the: mercies of God, 
and- by" the. ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, -by the Comforts:of che Holy Ghoſt, 
by  &vety thing that is Sacred and Holy; 
that 1s Virtuous and Good. 


Let all bitterneſs and wrath, anger and cla- 9+ 31 


mor and evil ſpeaking be put away from you, 
with all malice. And be ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted , forgivins 0ne ano- 
ther , even as God for C brit ſake bath for- 


given you, 


Let that love which moved Chriſt to 
die for his Enemies ſo far gouey with 
you as to put you upon Huving PEACe- 
ably with our fellow Chriſtians. m_ 


Often place before your eyes the exam- 
ple of your Lord, the great Peace-maker 
of the world : He purchaſed Peace with 
the price of his blood, bequeathed it to 
us as the greateſt bleſſing, and hath ftri- 
ly obliged all his followers co Love and 


Peace. 


Let me beſpeak you in the words of the 


Apoſtle. I beſeech you that ye walk worthy ##% + 
F of 


; - 
of the wocation wherewith :ye' are called; with 
all Jowlineſs and'meekneſs, with lonp-ſifſering; 
forbearing one. another "ini love): Endeavoaring: 
to keep the unity 'of the Spirit in the''bond 


of peace. 


[ol 


In the next words follow very power- 
ful motives to perſwade us to this, and 
WEATC m7 and ſtupid if we are not 
- by them charmed into Unity and Peacc. 


There is one Body and one Spirit, even as. 
ye are called in one hope of your calling : One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm ; One God and 
Father of: all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. 


I ſhall end all with the words of the 
- ſame Apoſtle. Now, the God of patience and 
Rem. 15-5, 6 COnſolation grant you. to be like minted one 
towards another according to ( or, after the © 
example of) Chriſt Jeſus. That ye may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the' 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Books Printed for Walter Kettilby at the Biſhop's Head in 
St. PauPs Church- Yard. 


r. Kidder's Diſcourſe of Chriſtian Fortitude. Oavo. 
Fowler's Libertas Evengelica, Odtavo. 

Mr: Scots Chriſtian Life. Odavo. . 

Dr. Worthington's great Duty of Self-Reſfignation. Odtavo, 

Dr. Smith's Pourtrait of Old Age. Odtavo. 

Mr. Alew's Diſcourſe of Divine Aſſiſtance. Oftayo. 

—— — -Chciſtian Juſtification ſtated. Ottavo, 

Againſt Ferguſon; of Juſtification Ofavo. 

Perſwaſive to Peace and Unity. With a large Preface. Odayo, 

—— Preface tothe Perſwaſive. Alone. Otavo. 

Againſt the Quakers. Odttavo, 

— Myſtery of Iniquity unfolded againſt the Papiſts. Ofavo. 

———Serious and Friendly Addreſs to the Nonconformiſts, Odtavo.. 

— —Pratical Diſcourſe of Humility, OScavo. 

Dr. Hicks's Sermon.at the Att at Oxford. Quarto. 

Before the Lord Mayor, Peculium Dei, Quarto, 

Notion of Perſecution. Quarto. 

Ir. Sharp's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto, 

——Sermon at the Spirttle, and Nork-ſhire Feaſt, Quarto. 

——Sermon before the Houſe of Commons. April 11. 1679, 

——At the. Election .of the Lord Mayor. 1680, 

Two Sermons, on the 3d. of May, .and 29th. of May, 

Dr. Throp's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto. 

Dr. Woodrof's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto. 

Mr. Williams's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto. - 

Mr. Lynford's Sermon. Quarto.. 

lr. Bryan Turner's Sermon. Teftimonium Jeſu. Quarto. 

Mr. John Turner's Sermon of . Tranſubſtantiation. Quarto, 

Dr. Butler's Sermon before the King at Windſor. 

Mr. Lamb's- Sermon before the King at Windſor. 

Mr. Brown's: Viſitation Sermon. Quarto. 

Dr. Fowler's Sermon at the Aſſizes at Gloncefter. Quarto, 

Mr. Cutlowe's two Aſlize Sermons at St. Edmunds-Bury. Quarto. 

Mr. Inet's Sermon at the Aſſizes at Warwick. Quarto, 

Mr. Edward Sermon's Sermon before the-Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Resbury's Sermon before.the Charter-Houſe Scholars. Quarte, 

Sermon at the Funeral of Sir Men Broderick. 

Mr. Needham's fix Sermons at Cambridge. Odttayo. 

Mr. Haywel's Diſcourſe of the Excellency of Chriſtianity. Octavo. 

Mr. Tho. Smith's Sermon concerning the Dodrine, Unity, and Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith. Preached before the Univerſity . of Oxford. With an 
Appendix concerning theApoſtles Croed, Quarto. 1682. 

Mr,Lamb's Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Feb. 5. 1682. 

Proſecution na. Proſecution : Or, the difference between ſoffering for Diſo- 
bedience and FaQion,: and ſuffering for Righteouſneſs and Chriſts ſake ; 
truly diſcuſſed and ſtated. In a Sermon upon Phzl. 1, 29. preached at 


Bury St. Edmunds, on March 22. 1681. bcing the time of rhe Albzes held | 


there. By Nath, Bizbii, D.D. Quarto. price 6 4. 
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